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CPU? He PUP? 


PLAYTHINGS FOR BLIND BABIES 


HARRIET ES OUMAN 


Johnnie wants a pair of skates, 
Susie wants a dolly, 

Mary wants a picture book, 

She thinks dolls are folly. 

As for me, my little brain 

Isn’t very bright; 

Bring for me, dear Santa Claus, 
What you think is right. 


So RUNS AN OLD CHRISTMAS SONG, which re- 
minds us that gifts for children must soon be 
purchased or made. We hope when remem- 
bering those children whose experience does 
not qualify them for knowing their own 
needs, Santa Claus will include the little folk 
with limited or no vision, and bring them 
toys, useful and suited to their restricted 
ability. 

We cannot stress too much the importance 
of playthings and equipment for the pre- 
school blind child. It is so all important to his 
physical and social development. 

When the editor asked me to look through 
the toy catalogs and indicate those suitable 
for blind babies or very young children, my 
first reaction was to check them all. The 
manufacturers of educational playthings have 
given much study to the real needs of children 
and practically all of these toys, good for 
normally seeing children, are also good for our 
blind bahies. 

I have; however, made a critical selection, 
indicating those that seem better for the 
visually handicapped child. Not all that ap- 
ypeal to the eye have been eliminated as the 
so called “blind” child today is rarely totally 
dark. Playthings with bright colors, therefore, 
are useful in that they attract the child and 
serve to stimulate what sight he has. 


A few general instructions may help in the 
selection of playthings. In the main, toys for 
these children should be pleasant to touch, 
appealing to the ear, stimulative to manipula- 
tion, and sturdy of construction. The blind 
child is probably even more destructive than 
the seeing, both willfully and, through his 
poorer co-ordination, accidentally. 

I still put blocks on my first must list. 
These may range from the rubber ones for 
infants* (which perhaps priorities now may 
preclude) through the bags and wagons of 
smaller and diversified blocks to the large 
construction blocks which most children are 
not fortunate enough to have access to, except 
in nurseries or kindergartens. 

Drag toys, I feel, are not as useful for small 
blind children as they are for seeing children, 
and wooden shapes, animals done in flat thin 
boards, mean very much less to the very 
young blind child. 

In equipment, the table and chair which 
provide comfortable seating is essential. Doll 
buggies of correct height are very useful for 
the child with little vision as they encourage 
freer walking, the carriage pushed ahead 
giving encouragement and security. Wagons, 
strong and as heavy as the child can manage, 
stimulate muscle use. All of these are useful 
in attracting the attention and companionship 
of other children. 

It is not always necessary to purchase play- 
things for these children. Mother’s pots and 
pans are always of interest. A spoon and a 
metal cup provide incentive to stirring, with 


1 Available at the moment at $1.00 at Stearns, 1021 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 


a resulting tinkling sound. Boxes are espe- 
cially intriguing, old cereal and salt boxes, 
coffee cans (be sure the edges are smooth and 
rounded). Tiny fingers will work for long 
periods putting on and taking off covers. 
These boxes will hold all sorts of little trinkets 
—pebbles, blocks, beads, etc., which are piled 
in, emptied and again replaced. Homemade 
bean bags are usable and need not be of fancy 
shapes as the usual square type is more func- 
tional. 

A child should not be confused by a great 
number of toys. A variety is good, but the 
parents should try to put away some of the 
toys and allow the child a rather limited num- 
ber at one time. 

The donor or the parents should bear in 
mind not only that the blind child frequently 
does not know his needs and desires, but also 


he very likely does not know how to play with 
toys after receiving them. For example, rubber 
balls (which should be large enough to be 
grasped comfortably and are especially good 
with a bell or rattle inside) will be much 
more profitable and popular if someone 
teaches the child first how to roll, catch, and 
throw it on the floor; then how to bounce and 
catch it. This latter is much more difficult for 
the blind child than for the normally sighted. 
A young teacher, herself blind, has very suc- 
cessfully achieved teaching this by having her 
pupil stand facing a corner where his own 
body keeps the ball within range. 

For these reasons we hope that Santa Claus 
will bring to these children the playthings 
which are “right” and that brothers, sisters, 
or parents will be ready to assist them in 
learning how to use these Christmas gifts. 


A LIST OF PLAYTHINGS FOR THE PRE-SCHOOL BLIND 
OR VISUALLY HANDICAPPED CHILD? 


From “Holgate Toys,’ catalog of Holgate 
Brothers Company, Kane, Pennsylvania, This 
catalog 1s sent free upon request.* 

RATTLE THUMPER. Harmless thumping is 
basically sound in that development of hand and 
arm muscles is thus assured. The noise created 
by the movement of the rubber ball which con- 
tains a rattle is satisfying and not raucous. $ .50 
NESTING BOWLS. Gay colored bowls with 
rollicking round bottoms that move first one 
way then the other, and a ball to clatter about 
inside any one of the bowls. Movement, color, 
noise, and co-ordination are all embodied in this 
set of bowls. $1.00 

HOLGATE CHERRY RAILROAD. A “push- 
about” type of train which cannot result in 
bumps or bruises because the wheels do not 
move. Cars can be coupled, uncoupled, and re- 
arranged. $4.00 

NESTED BLOCKS. An old standby—six color- 
ful nested, hollow blocks can be piled or used as 
storage space for valuable trinkets. $2.00 


2 We realize that this list appears late for Christmas 
buying but it should be helpful throughout the year. 
*Prices in catalogs subject to change without notice. 


CRAFTSMAN APRON AND BEADS. Denim 
aprons with pockets to hold the six different 
shapes and colors of beads for stringing. $1.00 
BUILDING BLOCKS. Various sets from $1.00 
up are described in the catalog. 


From Educational Equipment Company, 69 
Bank Street, New York City. Descriptive and 
informative catalog, $ .50.* 


BABY BRACELETS. These play rings come 
four to a set, red, yellow, green, and blue. 
Clutchable and biteable. $ .50 

ROUND TRAY BOARD. An elementary form 
board for the infant. Three shapes are introduced 
and the child is encouraged to place them in 
their proper places on the board. $1.00 

JERRY BLOCKS. Beginning with the age of 
two, a child will find endless satisfaction in the 
simple procedure of putting the pegs into holes 
and taking them out again. As he grows older, 
he can use the blocks to build trains, tunnels, 
and many other things. Consists of 2 engines; 
12 cars; 1 caboose; 18—3” dowls, 6—6” dowls, 
10 coupling pegs. $2.00 


NESTED SOUND BLOCKS. A set of three 
blocks, red, yellow, blue, that nest in each other 
and have graded sounds concealed in bottom of 
each block. $1.00 

SLIDE BLOX TRAIN. Added to the joys of 
a complete train is the possibility of remaking 
the cars into various kinds of freight or passenger 
cars, by taking apart the blocks that form each 
section and putting them together in different 
combinations. Variety of colors, shapes, and sizes 
make this a never-ending source of play material. 
Complete $9.50. Can also be purchased in 
separate sections. 

KINDERGARTEN BEADS. Large, shiny, 
bright colored beads, with large holes and three 
colored strings that have threaders longer than 
the beads themselves, making them easy to string 
and causing no nervous strain. They come in a 
variety of six shapes and six colors in an open 
mesh bag. $1.00. Set of 6 bead strings, $ .20 
NOK-OUT BENCH. Large pegs, in assorted 
colors, are pounded into a hole in the bench. As 
one peg is pounded in, another one pops out at 
the end of the bench. Watching the pegs pop out 
adds interest in guessing which color will pop 
out next. Wood mallet is serviceable, yet not 
heavy enough to injure little fingers. $1.25 
INTERLOCKING TRAIN. All made of wood, 


no wheels, unpainted. $1.60 


From Educational Playthings, Inc. 20 East 69 
Street, New York City. Descriptive and informa- 
tive catalog, $ .35* 


BABY CLAPPERS. They help to make the 


rhythmic game of pat-a-cake more enjoyable. 


.70 

INFANT’S DUMB-BELLS. A first toy. Two 
white and blue smooth, glossy, color-fast, plastic 
dumb-bells, to be grasped, shaken, and made to 
rattle, or knocked together to keep time to rhyme 
or music. $1.00 

HINESTED ) CIRCLES AND GENESTED 
SQUARES. Three each of these shapes in plastic; 
red, yellow, and blue, pleasant to handle and to 
fit together. Set of 6, $1.00 

WOODEN WHISTLE (unpainted). Too often 
we forget the value of encouraging the chest 
expansion which a simple toy such as this impels. 


$. 75 
XYLOPHONE. Babies love to make a noise, and 
it might as well be pleasant, woody, musical. 
With a stubby striker for harmless banging. 
$2.00 

*Prices in catalogs subject to change without notice. 
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BABY DRUM. Gaily painted hollow wood! 
10” disc with rubber beater. May be used also# 
a rolling toy. $1.19 a 
REINS WITH BELLS. A gentle check on te 
venturous early walkers. Felt, $1.74; worst« 
$1.00 
ROLL-A-WHEEL. A little 2” wooden wheel 
a handle to be pushed back and forth. So 
thing to make go. $ .50 : 
TODDLER’S BALL. Large, gay, companic 
able, for pushing away and crawling after. $1 
FRIENDS. Smaller sizes that won’t take up 

much room in the go-cart: 3 
TEDDY BEAR, 11”, white or brown, $2. 
SCOTTIE, 8”, $1.25; LAMB, 8”, $1.25; gee 
BUNNY, 10”, $1.25 ee 
RATTLE BOXES. Three hollow cubes, re 

yellow, blue. Each, when shaken, gives a d= 
tinctly different sound—very soft, quite loud, a 
in-between. Besides their use as rattles, bab 
like them for their very first simple attempts = 
building. Set of 3, $1.15 
TURN-A-WHEEL. A gay colored wheel on 
standard. A simple device to feed the very you 
child’s desire to make things move. $1.00 
THE PEG CAR. A wheeled peg board with 
pegs, graded in height, of two colors only. $1 
THE BABY’S TREASURE BOX. Has holes 
different shapes to drop things through; an 
lid to take off and get them out again so they 
be dropped in over and over. $1.65 
THE SCREW BOAT. A flat hull of a boat abo; 
11” long, lacquered in blue, and supplied wi 
three differently colored funnels and a cabin, ° 
be screwed in and out of two screw holes. $1.14 
TINKER TOY. Unpainted rods, wheels, et# 
with holes and notches, by means of whi 
simple structures may be put together. $1.20 ~ 
BINGO POUNDING PEG BOARD. Pegs ° 
different sizes to be pounded through holes wi: 
a wooden mallet. $1.25 H 

POUNDING SET. For children who wa3i7) 
something more “real” than the foregoing, tho)” 
large block of soft wood, with short-handh 
hammer and large-headed nails is very satisfyin 
$2.25. With mallet instead of hammer, $1.50 = 
HAMMER AND NAIL SET. Consists of sma® 
headed hammer and small pieces of vari-shape” 
wood to be hammered into a cork board. $1.08 
ROLLING HOOPS WITH BELLS. Vari-cc#7 


ored, 28” or 30” diameter. $1.35 each. 


For dolls and housekeeping toys consu, 
catalogs or visit local departrnent stores. 
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